
COE prices are up in all categories,
for the ninth consecutive round.

For cars up to 1,600cc, prices
climbed from $11,690 to $12,899.

For cars above 1,600cc, prices
jumped from $11,889 to $14,840.

In the Open category, prices rose from $12,901to
$15,100.

For commercial vehicles, prises rose from $9,690
to $12,615.

Motorbikes posted a small gain, up just $12 from
$889 to $901.

DESPITE the economic downturn,
which have led to many layoffs and
forced many expatriates to relocate
elsewhere or return home, the de-
mand for places in international
schools here remains strong.

Some of these schools are still boasting long
waiting lists and getting a steady stream of enquir-
ies about enrolment.

To meet demand, the United World College of
South-East Asia (UWCSEA) is building a new cam-
pus at Tampines. The project broke ground yester-
day. It is slated to open in parts from next August,
with the rest of the campus ready by 2011.

Its Dover campus has close to 3,000 students.
The new Tampines campus will raise the number of
students to 5,500 by 2015.

UWCSEA’s waiting period is up to four years.

SINGAPORE exports showed the
smallest decline in eight months in
May from a year ago, adding to
signs that the recession is starting
to ease up.

Non-oil domestic exports con-
tracted 12.1 per cent, according to the latest figures
released by trade agency IE Singapore yesterday.

Although this was its 13th month of decline, it
was better than the 14 per cent slump anticipated
by economists in a Reuters poll. It was also an
improvement over April’s 19.2 per cent decline.

May’s exports was also 5.6 per cent up on the
previous month’s figures after seasonal adjustment,
which was better than expected.

S INGAPORE’S birth rate dipped slightly to 1.28
last year, down a notch from 1.29 the previous
year.

At the same time, the proportion of elderly folk
aged 65 and above rose to 8.7 per cent last year, up
from 6.8 per cent a decade ago.

These twin trends of low fertility and an ageing
population were updates provided yesterday by the
Government’s National Population Secretariat,
which oversees population issues.

It explained the need to continue working on
long-term strategies to boost the population, even
though Singapore is in the midst of an economic
downturn.

These strategies include getting more Singapore-
ans to marry and procreate, attracting foreigners
here and helping them integrate into the society,
and staying connected to Singaporeans abroad.

The statistics also showed that more Singapore-
ans are marrying later or staying single. They are
also having children later, and having fewer of them
or none at all.

At a media briefing yesterday morning, Ms Quah
Ley Hoon, director of the National Population Secre-

tariat at the Prime Minister’s Office, said growing
Singapore’s population “is a long-term issue”.

“To build a sustainable, connected and integrat-
ed population, we will need to continue to encour-
age marriage and parenthood, engage overseas Sin-
gaporeans, as well as facilitate the naturalisation
and integration of suitable foreigners,” she said.

Thus, the Government’s Marriage and Parent-
hood Package, which was enhanced last August, is
even more important in this downturn, she added.

It gives financial and physical support to Singapo-
rean couples to marry and raise a family.

As more foreigners choose to sink roots here,
they need a hand to bond with locals and there are
plans to have social integration efforts, she said.

Engaging overseas Singaporeans also remains
very crucial, as more go abroad to work and study,
she added.

The updates also showed that the total popula-
tion has grown to 4.84 million last year – a rise of 5.5
per cent over the previous year.

The record number of foreign residents, which
now make up about 25 per cent of the total popula-
tion – has helped to contribute to the growth.
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10-CENT DURIANS, ANYONE? A stall at Block 503 Jurong West Street 52
was selling D13 durians for 10 cents each. The offer was from Monday till
yesterday. Some customers queued for as long as an hour to buy the
durians, normally sold for 50 cents to $1 each. The special price was
available only from 6pm to 7pm. Each customer was limited to 10 durians.
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